outbreaks of upper respiratory illness in the Eastern United States were reported, and type A influenza infections were diagnosed by sero¬ logic means (1) . An 2 All preinoculation serum samples showed hemagglutination-inhibition titers of^8 and neutralization titers of 4; these titers were the lowest serum dilutions tested. 3 Not done. 4 Nonspecific inhibitor, which could not be removed by heat, potassium periodate, or treatment with receptordestroying enzyme. (14) , but the consequence of minor antigenic variation within a subtype may be significant in a rapidly spreading influenza epidemic (15 (3, 4) . The significance of minor antigenic differences between the A2 strains is uncertain, but it is worthwhile to note the distinc tiveness of the A2/65 virus.
In previous studies, antiserums to influenza viruses were usually prepared in roosters. Ferrets and mice were also frequently used, but monkeys were not commonly used. In Roosters, ferrets, hamsters, and monkeys were used for immunization. Antiserums produced by older A2 strains inhibited the new isolate in both hemagglutination-inhibition and neutralization tests, but serums produced in animals with the A2/65 virus proved to be poor inhibitors of the older virus strains. This observation was demonstrated most clearly in serums obtained from monkeys immunized with the A2/65 virus. The A2/65 virus produced distinct plaques under agar medium, and the plaquereduction neutralization method was found to be useful for the study of the antigenic properties of A2 influenza viruses.
